378                  THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD
the two. At the beginning of the tenth century, when Leo VI. -was at Constantinople, the Russians came down the Dnieper, crossed the Black Sea, and attacked Constantinople itself. Leo made a treaty with them which averted serious hostilities for a long time. A new attack was made, however, in the days of Constantine Porphyrogenitus, when the treaty was renewed and a few Russians were baptized! Christianity was encouraged by the queen Olga, who ruled the Russians while her son Sviatoslav was a child; when he came of age he repudiated Christianity, and made that alarming onslaught on the Empire which was checked by the victories of John Zimisces, and was once more followed by a renewal of the treaty.
Although the Scandinavian dynasty gave the Russians their rulers for some centuries, the Northmen, who were never more than a small dominant group, were already losing their ascendency among the Slavs; and from this time numbers of them passed out of the Slav territory and took service with the Emperors at Constantinople, where they formed the famous Varanger Guard, supplemented in later days not only by miscellaneous Norse and Danish rovers, but by a good many of the English, who preferred the foreign service to remaining in England under the Normans. Kiev or Russia was becoming a definitely Slavonic instead of a semi-Scandinavian Power. Sviatoslav was followed, after a sharp struggle for ascendency between several brothers, by Vladimir, who strengthened and extended his kingdom, allied himself with Basil the Bulgar-slayer, and' ultimately became an unusually genuine convert to Christianity. He imposed the Christian faith (derived from the Greek Church) upon "his subjects, and actually modified the barbarism of his methods to a great extent in accordance with the milder doctrines of Christianity* The reign of Vladimir was a distinct epoch in the civilization of the Russians. His work was actively carried on by his successor Jaro-slav; who before his death laid down what was to be the guiding principle of the Russian constitution, the division of the dominion among the sons, while the eldest, as Grand Duke of Kiev, retained the general supremacy. As a natural consequence it proved exceedingly difficult for the Grand duke to enforce the supremacy which was tiominally his; the reality of his superior authority was never adequately recognized.
A iew words must suffice for the story of the Magyars, At the end of the ninth century, under the great khan Arpad, they forced their way easily enough into Hungary and Pannonia. At the beginning of the terttn century they were overrunning Moravia; and for nearly fifty years after Arpad's death they were flinging themselves upon tfce; 'German inarches until they met with their great rout at the hands of Otto I, In the last quarter of the century they adopted Christianity/.